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How to Use This Devotional
As we start 2021 it is our desire to place our focus on God as we prepare for the best
year yet. We pray this devotional guides you through this time as a church as we spend
21 days in intentional fasting and prayer as we seek after the heart of God.
There are multiple ways to interact with this booklet in our desire to serve as many
learning styles as possible.
1. You can download this and print it out. Changing your color settings to black and
white may be more efficient for your printer.
2. You can come back to siwcenter.org/purpose2021 daily, click on the PDF and read it.
You may want to pick up a notebook to answer the questions.
3. You can save it to your device and type your answers out in each question area. For
this option you will need to save the PDF to files on your device (not to iBooks or similar
programs).
We trust that our God will do great things in 2021. As we seek Him in these next 21
days we pray you are renewed in your hope, joy and purpose in life.
God Bless,
The SIWC Staff
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Purpose
in My Life
WEEK 1
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DAY 1

ALL THINGS NEW
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a
gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of
us can boast about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
-Ephesians 2:8-10 (NLT)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. As we begin 21 days, read Ephesians. 2:8-10 out loud, personalizing it from a
posture of gratitude that God has made all things new in your life.

2. Thank God for continuing to make you more like Him.

3. Pray that God will make you open to further transformation so you can do the good
things He has purposed.
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DAY 2

GOD’S POWER
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
“We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars
containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not
from ourselves.”
-2 Corinthians 4:7 (NLT)
“I know that you (God) can do anything, and no one can stop you.”
-Job 42:2 (NLT)
“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.”
-Isaiah 41:10 (NLT)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Meditate on the thought that the All-powerful God of the universe lives in your heart.
His presence makes the impossible possible.

2. Ask Him to take away all your fears, insecurities, and discouragement.

3. Thank Him for new strength to live victoriously.
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DAY 3

GOD’S HEART
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
No one can know a person’s thoughts except that person’s own spirit, and no one can
know God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. And we have received God’s Spirit (not
the world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us.
-2 Corinthians 2:11-12 (NLT)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Isn’t it wonderful that we can know God’s heart? The more open we are to Him the
more He reveals Himself. The more He reveals Himself the more peace floods our soul.
And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, the one you sent to earth. -John 17:3 (NLT)

2. Ask God to reveal more of His heart to you. Ask Him how He feels about you. Then let
Him know how you feel about Him.

3. Praise God for being accessible and approachable. Praise Him for being your Father
and friend. Praise him for never leaving you.
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DAY 4

GOD’S PREFERRED FUTURE
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.
-Ephesians 3:20 (NLT)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. What we imagine is usually smaller than the future God imagines for us. The
challenge is to alter our language and dreams to match His. This involves tuning out
voices of regret, shame, and guilt. It involves using the shield of faith to deflect Satan’s
barbs of condemnation.

2. As you pray, let go of every failure, betrayal, and pain. Give that load to Jesus and
begin to expect a better future.

3. Ask God to give you instructions for the journey. Praise Him for all the good He has
planned for you this year.
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DAY 5

UNSHAKABLE FOCUS
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING

Look straight ahead, and fix your eyes on what lies before you. Mark out a straight
path for your feet; stay on the safe path. Don’t get sidetracked; keep your feet from
following evil.
-Proverbs 4:25-27 (NLT)
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you
everything you need.
-Matthew 6:33 (NLT)
Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.
-Colossians 3:2 (NLT)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Pray that God will reveal every obstacle that steals your time with Him.

2. Distraction is the enemy of spiritual focus. What distractions can you remove today
to get alone with Jesus for a few minutes?

3. Turn off every sound that you can right now and sit in silence for several minutes.
Meditate on His goodness.
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DAY 6

UNWAVERING COMMITMENT
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take. Don’t be impressed
with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the Lord and turn away from evil.
-Proverbs 3:5-8 (NLT)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Isn’t it great that this reading gives us clear instruction of what to do and what not to
do? This only matters as we trust the One speaking and commit to follow His instructions.
Greater trust leads to greater commitment. Ask God for faith to trust Him more.

2. Trust is active faith. Ask God to show you which way to take. Believe He will.

3. Hebrews 11:6 states that God “rewards those who diligently seek Him.” As you
grow closer to God, and commit to His instruction, expect the reward of a happy and
contented life.
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DAY 7

UNFAILING LOVE
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who
loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God,
for God is love. God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into
the world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real love—not that we
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.
Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. No one
has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to
full expression in us.
-1 John 4:7-12 (NLT)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. An inability to love others says a lot about us, primarily that we don’t know God, and
we aren’t connected to God, because God is love and everyone who is filled with His
Spirit loves deeply and sacrificially.

2. Pray that God never allows you to ignore a need.

3. Pray that God will pour His love out to others through you.
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Purpose
in My Church
WEEK 2
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Day 8

TO BELONG
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
God sets the lonely in families…
Psalm 68:6a (NIV)
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For
I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
-Romans 8:37-39 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. In John 6:37 (NIV) Jesus said, “whoever comes to me I will never drive away.”
Everyone is welcome to be part of God’s church!

2. Pray for a spirit of belonging to flow over your church family.

3. Lift your head and thank God for promising to never let you go.
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DAY 9

TO WORSHIP

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. For
the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.
-Psalm 95:1-3 (NIV)
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before
him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his
courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his
love endures forever his faithfulness continues through all generations.
-Psalm 100:1-5 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Would you characterize your worship and service to the Lord as joyful?
Why or why not?

2. Ask God to remove your worship inhibitions.

3. Worship is a lifestyle and a habit. You can worship God anywhere but there’s nothing
like joining with other believers to praise God. Make a commitment to worship joyfully
the next time you gather with the church.
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DAY 10

TO HEAR

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard
through the word about Christ.
-Romans 10:17 (NIV)
And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which
you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word
of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe.
-1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. James 1:22 says, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do
what it says.” Pray that the preached word would activate change in your life.

2. Pray that God would strengthen your faith through the preached word.

3. Pray that through the preached word the entire church would continue to mature.
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DAY 11

TO GROW

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are
the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing.
-John 15:4-5 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Commit to stay as close to Jesus as possible.

2. Pray for God to produce in you “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”. (Gal. 5:22-23)

3. Pray for a desire to be more like Jesus.
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DAY 12

TO SERVE OTHERS
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers.
-Galatians 6:10 (NIV)
God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you
have helped his people and continue to help them.
-Hebrews 6:10 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. “Love one another.” “Forgive one another.” The Greek word for “one another” is ahlay-loan and it is used in the New Testament 100 times. “Bear one another’s burdens”
(Gal. 6:2) is there, too, and refers to the privilege we have to serve one another.

2. Think about all the ways you could serve the people at SIWC, then commit to signing
up for at least one volunteer role at serve@siwcenter.org.

3. Ask God to fill you with the attitude of Jesus who humbled Himself and became a
servant to all.
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DAY 13

TO BE GENEROUS
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING

One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to
poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.
-Proverbs 11:24-25 (NIV)
As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also
saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this
poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of
their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”
-Luke 21:1-4 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Your generosity defines your experience.

2. Repent for the things in your life that you’ve declared off-limits to God.

3. Pray that God keeps your church excited about being open-handed.
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DAY 14

TO SHOW MERCY
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
-Colossians 3:12 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. The word “compassion” in our text literally means “tender mercies.” We are to find
warmth by showing tender mercies toward ourself and others. This means we withhold
punishment even when it’s within our rights to harm.

2. Give thanks for the grace that Jesus gave the world on the cross.

3. Pray that your church would become experts at giving the mercy that God has
shown us.

21 DAYS OF PURPOSE 2021

19

Purpose
in My Community
WEEK 3
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DAY 15

THE GOSPEL
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
-Mark 16:15-16 (NIV)
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures.
-1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. In 1 Corinthians. 15:3-4 Paul notes that he had to receive the gospel first before he
could share it with others.

2. Pray for a fresh appreciation of the gospel (good news).

3. Pray that everyone, from senior leadership to the newest attendee, would share the
gospel with boldness.
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DAY 16

WORKERS
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field.”
-Matthew 9:36-38 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Pray that your senior pastors would experience healthy minds, bodies, and souls.
Pray for protection against burnout and weariness.

2. Pray for more willing workers to help reach the lost.

3. Pray that your region would be open like never before to the Gospel.
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DAY 17

AUTHORITY
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
The Lord will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of
the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be
at the top, never at the bottom.
-Deuteronomy 28:13 (NIV)
I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.
-Luke 10:19 (NIV)
“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they
have divine power to demolish strongholds.”
-2 Corinthians 10:4 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Believe that you are a victor, not a victim.

2. Thank Jesus for equipping you with power and authority to deliver others.

3. Ask Him for boldness to use His authority when faced with demonic opposition.
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DAY 18

PARTNERSHIPS
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Again I saw something meaningless under the sun: There was a man all alone; he had
neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil, yet his eyes were not content with
his wealth. “For whom am I toiling,” he asked, “and why am I depriving myself of
enjoyment?”
This too is meaningless—a miserable business! Two are better than one, because they
have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other
up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.
Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands
is not quickly broken.
-Ecclesiastes 4:7-12 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Partnership provides meaning, security, and warmth.

2. Pray for insight into ways you can foster new Christ-centered relationships.

3. Ask God to inspire new partnerships between our church and families in our
community.
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DAY 19

SAFETY
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.”
-Matthew 5:10-12 (NIV)
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.
-Matthew 5:44 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Pray for every Christian minister and worker who is currently suffering persecution.

2. Pray against every plot of the enemy.

3. Ask God to give us favor with human authorities.

4. Pray that the enemies of the cross would be converted.
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DAY 20

PEACE
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
-John 14:27 (NIV)
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The
Lord be with all of you.
-2 Thessalonians 3:16 (NIV)
Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
-Romans 12:18 (NLT)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Jesus didn’t say we would never have trouble, but peace is possible if we don’t allow
ourselves to be troubled.

2. Pray for peace within the church.

3. Pray for peace in your region, nation, and global community.
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DAY 21

PROSPERITY
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and
pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with
all your heart.
-Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV)

PRAYER + REFLECTION
1. Pray that God would make you an agent of restoration in your community.

2. Pray that your community would see that following Biblical principles leads to
financial and relationship success.

3. Pray for economic growth in your region.
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Now all glory to God,
who is able,
through his mighty power
at work within us,
to accomplish infinitely more
than we might ask or think.

Glory to him in the church
and in Christ Jesus
through all generations
forever and ever!
Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21 (NLT)

