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unrestrained
My favorite book of the Bible has always been the book of 
Acts. Quite simply, it is the one book of the Bible that is still 
being played out. It was titled the Acts of the Apostles, written 
by Luke, as a witness to the power that is released into the 
believers of Jesus Christ. I pray that over the next twelve 
months the power of God is witnessed by you to the point that 
we write books about the Acts of God in 2022, witnessed by the 
people of SIWC! 

One of the most exciting stories happened in Acts, chapter 3. 
There, Peter and John were on their way to pray. Upon coming 
to the Temple to pray, they encountered a lame man who was 
lame from when his mother gave birth to him. Every day this 
man was brought and laid by the gate called Beautiful. They 
carried the lame man to the gate daily to beg for money from 
those coming to the Temple.

Peter and John encountered this man lying by the gate called 
Beautiful. He does what he has always done, and they likewise 
were doing what they had always done. He asked for alms 
daily and they were following the custom of daily prayer. The 
difference on this day was made possible because of what 
happened in Acts 2, which was fulfilling the promise of Acts, 
chapter 1.

Previously, they went to pray, as was the custom - customs are 
powerless. On the other hand, prayer combined with faith in 
Almighty God is powerful! Now these men had been filled with 
the promise of power that Jesus said they would receive in Acts 
1:5-8. On this day that they are headed to pray, before they even 
get to pray, they bust the custom and the man that was laid by 
the gate called Beautiful is healed!

UNRESTRAINED.  



boldness

It always struck me that if Jesus likewise followed 
the custom and went to the Temple to pray, 
wouldn’t He have also passed this man at this 

same gate? Why then didn’t Jesus heal him? The 
gate called Beautiful isn’t listed as one of the 
gates into the city of Jerusalem in the book of 
Nehemiah; there must be something about this 
gate. Indeed, there is!

The word used in scripture for beautiful has two 
definitions. One is the idea of being attractive, 
beautiful. The second definition for the word is 
for an opportune point of time. Indeed, the day 
that Peter and John were on their way to pray 
was the opportune time! It was the right time for 
this man’s healing. His healing would catapult the 
message of Jesus, allowing people to hear the 
fantastic news of Jesus through the healing that 
happened at the gate called Beautiful!

When customs are broken and power is released 
outside of the normal channels of power and 
authority, you can be sure that there will be 
resistance. This case was no different! Soon after 
the healing, the Apostles preached in what was 
called ‘Solomon’s portico’. Peter and John are 
talking with the people and men were sent to 
arrest them. Not everyone views miracles and the 
power of God as beautiful. God’s power on display 
is considered to be a threat to the establishment. 
Just that short testimony of what happened at 
the gate and why it was possible because of the 
sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross of Calvary, five 
thousand people believed!

The apostles were threatened and then let go. 
What they do next is what they were going to the 
Temple to do in the first place…pray!

This prayer is a request for boldness. You would 
think after being arrested, threatened, and being 
forbidden to speak or preach the name of Jesus; 
the prayer would be for protection. Instead of 
asking for protection, they ask for more boldness!

Their prayer is a prayer we must pray! As the 
world spirals out of control, we, the people of God, 
must be bold! The scripture records precisely what 
happened when they prayed. Not after or before, 
when and while they prayed. The place was 
shaken. That is what we need across the aisles, 
across our streets, and a spiritual shaking that 
brings about an awakening worldwide!

The scripture records that after the shaking, they 
were all filled with Holy Spirit, and they spoke 
the Word of God with boldness. The Passion 
translation states that they spoke the Word of God 
unrestrained. They received the power to believe, 
preach, teach, pray, and declare the Word without 
restraint.

My prayer is that you would be able to pray, 
believe, and declare the Word of God for your life 
and others without restraint! May it happen just 
like it did in the Word of God. May it happen while 
and when you pray! Pray without restraint!

I hope that as you read through these powerful 
prayers that have been pulled from the pages 
God’s Word and have been prayed by men and 
women of faith, that it will encourage you as well 
as release you to believe and pray unrestrained!

May this be a year that you’ll look back on and call 
“Beautiful”! 

THIS PRAYER IS 
A REQUEST 
FOR BOLDNESS. 



ABRAHAM 
PRAYS 
OVER 
SODOM
KEY PASSAGE: GENESIS 18:20-33

There is much to be learned from this prayer for us as a New 
Testament Believer. Abraham’s prayer is what we would call a 
prayer of intercession. Abraham is praying over a city that is filled 

with wickedness. God had decided to destroy the city of Sodom, along 
with another city. Abraham is now going to God in prayer on behalf 
of the people. The people of Sodom have no information about what 
is coming their way. Yet, the godly Abraham does. He has revelation 
that there is destruction headed to the city of Sodom and to the 
people in that city. What does the godly man do? He prays on behalf 
of the people of Sodom! He is going to God on behalf of others; that’s 
called intercession. Interceding on behalf of those who need prayer, 
whether or not they know they need prayer. That’s what we do: we 
pray for those who need prayer. Abraham is praying over a city filled 
with wickedness. This is what we must do as well! We must pray over 
our nation and our world. Whether they know it or not, they need the 
Church to intercede on their behalf. 

Maybe, like me, you have some questions about the story in Genesis 
18:20-33. Here are some points I’ve pondered for a long time: 

1. Why did Abraham ask God to save the city if ten righteous men could 
be found? Why the number ten?

2. Why didn’t Abraham ask God to save the city if one righteous man 
could be found? 

3. If you were to pray for others, what kind of things would you  
pray for? 

4. List some things which you will pray about specifically for your city.

T



JACOB’S 
PRAYER 
FOR MERCY
KEY PASSAGE: GENESIS 32:6-12

Have you ever needed someone to be forgiving towards you? If you 
have, you have needed mercy! Like Jacob, as you have read in the 
Bible, at one time or another we have all needed, or will need, mercy. 

Why? We all make mistakes. We all do things we may not want to do, yet 
we do them anyway. When those decisions come back to us, we then ask 
for mercy from those to whom our actions affected in a negative way. 

Such was the case of Jacob, who needed mercy from his own brother, 
Esau. Jacob manipulated Esau into giving up the most important thing 
in his life. He then further tricked his own father to complete the taking 
of Esau’s birthright, or blessing. Now the trickery and manipulation are 
coming home to roost. Jacob is getting ready to come face-to-face with 
his brother. There’s no avoiding it; he must face it. Jacob prays to God for 
mercy from his brother Esau. 

We all must face the consequences of our actions and choices. Even after 
a change in us, we will still face those who were negatively affected by 
those actions and choices. When that happens, we can ask the Lord, as 
Jacob did, for mercy. We ask the Lord to deal with the heart of those who 
want to avenge justice upon us. Jacob’s prayer for mercy is a heartfelt 
prayer. This prayer is a prayer to pray when we need reconciliation in our 
families, friendships, and other relationships. 

May God grant you mercy. 

A few points to ponder:

1. Jacob was contrite and humble in his prayer. The Bible tells us that the 
Lord is near to those who have this kind of heart. Is there any area of your 
own heart that isn’t contrite and humble before the Lord? 

2. Reading this prayer from Jacob tells me that this is a man who 
no longer desires to live by deception, therefore he prays for God’s 
deliverance. Is there an area which you are ready to completely turn over 
to God; to confess you’re done hiding, and you need the Lord’s mercy? 

3. Jacob shows here that fear, and the knowledge that we have the 
inability to provide the answer or the resources on our own, are good 
reasons to pray. Is there an area of your life in which you need the Lord to 
provide for you?

H



MOSES 
PRAYS TO 
OVERCOME 
DOUBT 
KEY PASSAGE: EXODUS 3:1 – EXODUS 4:18

Moses’ story is an amazing one! Moses was born in an incredible 
period of persecution.  His mother, Jochabed, has to hide him 
and eventually builds an ark in which to keep him hidden. 

However, Moses is discovered by the daughter of Pharaoh. He is raised 
as a Prince in the house of Pharaoh. After growing up, Moses commits 
a crime and must flee the luxuries of the palace, into a deserted place. 
Now, the young man who had been raised as a Prince, is now an older 
man of 80 years and a shepherd in a barren land. He fled as a Prince, 
but now is settled as a poor shepherd. For forty years he has been 
removed from the palace and he now arrives at a divine appointment 
with God. 

God needs him. God has a divine job for Moses. As God begins to 
describe the task, Moses is filled with doubts. In this prayer Moses 
expresses his doubt, and God reassures him with promises. This is 
a prayer that is a dialogue between a man of doubt and a God of 
promise! If you find yourself in doubt, you need to have a conversation 
with the God of promise. In every one of your doubts, God has a 
promise! 

Some points to ponder:

1. How do you handle your doubts? 

2. Do you ever think that God’s challenge or task for you is to expose 
your doubts and to trust His promise? 

3. Do you ever doubt your talents, abilities or calling? 

4. Have you ever asked God to strengthen you in the areas that you 
doubt yourself in?

M



PRAYER 
TURNS 
TO PRAISE  
KEY PASSAGE: EXODUS 15:1-18

Can you imagine the news broadcasts that would have been 
happening in Egypt during the season of the Exodus? The 
news would have covered the meetings between Pharaoh and 

Moses, reporting that an agreement had been reached, only to have 
the decision reversed, over and over again. Then, the plagues that 
God demonstrated. The reporting would have been over-the-top! It’s 
midnight in Egypt, but it’s daylight in Goshen! Then comes the final 
blow of the death angel’s Passover. 

Now forward: they have made their exodus out of Egypt and are 
standing on the shore of the Red Sea. Egypt’s army is in high pursuit 
and the sea is in front of them. There’s no place of escape. Defeat 
or death are now staring them in the face. However, then the Lord 
instructs Moses to part the sea by extending his rod! God comes 
through again and again! He provided the way of escape and then 
swallowed up their enemy. 

Being that they are on the other side, all of these events are in the 
mind and the hearts of God’s people. It is with a thankful heart that the 
people began to pray (talk with God), and it turns into a song of praise. 

Points to ponder:

1. Did you ever think that your praise is actually prayer? 

2. Do you ever just step back and think of all the things that God has 
done for you? 

3. Make a list of five things you should offer praise to God for: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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A PRAYER OF 
INTERVENTION 
KEY PASSAGE: EXODUS 32:1-7 
 

There are mainly five opportune times that the devil loves to attack. One 
of them is after a great victory. The people of Israel had many amazing 
victories in their lives. However, after a great victory and accomplishment, 

you must remain vigilant! If you do not remain in a state of vigilance, like Peter 
warned in 1 Peter 5:8, you will succumb to the attack of the enemy. 

One would think that, through all the power which was demonstrated by God 
through the exodus and parting of the Red Sea, the people would be well aware 
of God’s awesomeness and that He, alone, was God. However, they are now at 
a mountain. Moses has traversed the mountain for the people. Although, while 
Moses is up on the mountain, the people are showing just how quickly they 
can forget the goodness and power of God. The small delay of Moses coming 
back down the mountain causes the people to begin to hatch a different plan. 
Instead of wanting to worship the God who had delivered them, they created a 
golden calf. They then bowed and worshiped something they had created, versus 
worshipping the Creator and Deliverer. God was ready to destroy them, yet 
Moses prayed for them. 

Points to ponder:

1. You don’t have to agree with the actions of the people for whom you are 
praying. 

2.  Is it easier to pray for God to give people what they deserve, or to ask that 
God stay his anger and punish them? 

3.  Whom do you know who might need you to pray such a prayer? Write their 
name(s) below: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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MOSES’ 
PRAYER OF 
REPENTANCE 
KEY PASSAGE: EXODUS 32:30-34

When Moses came down the mountain and saw for himself the 
sin of the people of Israel, he tells them of the great sin they 
have committed. He then tells the people that he would go 

before the Lord to see if he can make atonement for their sin. 

Moses returns to the Lord to make atonement. For us, atonement 
means the washing away of our sins. Here, it means the covering up 
of sins. Moses is going before the Lord asking if their sins could be 
covered. In this prayer, Moses gives us an important instruction when 
it comes to asking God for the washing away (atonement) of our sins. 
Moses was specific and identified the sin in which they had committed. 
We should be equally specific that our sins are washed away. 

Moses had a heart for the people he was leading and praying for. God 
answered that heartfelt prayer from Moses by giving him the directive 
to lead the people on. 

May God give us a heart for people. Even though they are heading in 
the wrong direction, may we go to the Lord for them. Then, may God 
give us clear direction in how to lead those people to where He wants 
them to be. 

Points to Ponder:

1. You cannot pray for forgiveness unless there is an awareness of sin. 

2. Forgiveness of sin is the sole responsibility of God. 

3. What are the consequences of not repenting of sins?

W



PRAYING 
FOR GOD’S 
PRESENCE
KEY PASSAGE: EXODUS 33:12 – 34:9

After the unfortunate incident with the golden calf, Moses pitched 
a tent well outside of the camp. It was the Tabernacle of Meeting. 
The meeting was no longer in the middle of the people, but was 

happening outside of them, in this tent. 

Moses goes out to the Tabernacle of Meeting to talk with the Lord. It is 
here in which he begins to talk with the Lord about His presence with 
the people. Moses told the Lord, you said you know me by name and 
that I have found grace in your sight. Because of that, show me Your 
way, and consider this people, and that this nation is Your people. 

The Lord’s response was that His presence will go with Moses and He’d 
give him rest. Moses states, “If Your presence does not go with us…” 
Moses didn’t just want the presence of God for himself, but for the 
whole nation! 

May that be the cry of our hearts as well. “I love Your presence Lord, 
but we, as a nation, must feel Your presence! Lord, be with us; not just 
me, but with us. May we, Your people, experience Your glory so strongly 
that we radiate Your glory to others.” 

Points to ponder:

1. Prayer is very much a matter of man coming into the presence of 
God. A main ingredient to Moses’ prayer was that he might know God. 

2. A second main ingredient was that, only by God’s presence could 
people know that Moses was approved, or that the people could be 
distinguished from all others. 

3. You cannot pray to God if you don’t have access to God! Do you 
know that you have access to God?

A



A PRAYER DURING 
DISCOURAGEMENT 
KEY PASSAGE: NUMBERS 11:1-30

Moses has been leading the people for some time now. They have been at Mt. 
Sinai for too long. God has commanded that they move from there. As they’re 
traveling, they are organized and now have leaders. In all of this, God is, and has 

been, showing them great care. He’s not only leading them, He is also feeding them. 

However; as they are headed towards the Promised Land, they begin to mumble and 
complain about the things they do not have. They compare where they are against 
where they have been. All of this mumbling and complaining was hard on Moses. 
Can you imagine leading people, doing all you can do, miracles are happening, God 
is directing, and you are about to enter the promised land, when the people begin 
mumbling and complaining? In all the frustration Moses was experiencing, this led to his 
discouragement. 

What do you do when you are facing discouragement? You go to God! When Moses 
went to God, he was raw, open, and vulnerable. Exactly the way we should be when we 
are discouraged.
 

Points to ponder:

1. If you aren’t careful, discouragement can come on quickly. 

2. Do you know the times or the things that cause you to be discouraged? 

3. How do you express your discouragement to God?

M



PRAYER 
AGAINST 
REBELLION
KEY PASSAGE: NUMBERS 14:10-20 

In this passage, the people are on the cusp of stepping into their 
destiny. They are coming to the conclusion of their exodus and 
entering their Promised Land. What a season of expectation that 

would’ve been for them! The twelve spies are being sent in and 
instructed to bring back reports of what the Promised Land looks like. 

The twelve spies return with good news and bad news. The good news 
is, the Promised Land was flowing with milk and honey. This was a far 
cry from the garlic, onions, and leeks they had in Egypt. To me, this 
would be excellent news! 

Then came the bad news: there are giants living in the land. The report 
was, we are grasshoppers to these giants. Basically, we are incapable of 
conquering the land and its cities, which are well fortified. 

Only two out of the twelve were willing to go in and take what was 
promised. Ultimately, the ten who believed the negative report won 
the public opinion. Therefore, instead of the night being a night of 
preparing to possess the promise, they are rebelling against the 
promise of God. 

The reaction and rebellion to the bad news was so great the people 
were ready and willing to stone Moses and Aaron! Yet, in spite of all the 
negativity, Moses prayed for them. 

Points to Ponder:

1. Can you pray for people whose negativity and threats are against 
you? 

2. Can you have faith even if you are in the minority? 

3. Moses’ prayer was so effective, and his belief in the grace and mercy 
of God was so great, there was an immediate pardon, and destruction 
was stopped. Can you pray with that much trust and confidence in 
God’s grace and mercy?

I



THE 40-DAY 
PRAYER 
KEY PASSAGE: DEUTERONOMY 9:18-29

In this passage, Moses is telling the people of Israel that he went before 
the Lord for forty days and forty nights. He again rehearses the great 
national sin that happened when they bowed in worship to the golden 

calf at Mt. Sinai. Therefore, he was praying to God, interceding on their 
behalf during this time, so God would not destroy them for their sin. 

Moses reveals many things here about his own prayer life and the 
effort being put into praying over, and for, the people. He establishes 
that prayer is a business which we must take seriously. If you desire 
a foundation that is rich and deep with the Lord, then you must be 
serious about praying. 

Can you imagine praying forty days and forty nights for God to extend 
mercy? Moses had a boldness in his prayer life. The boldness displayed 
by Moses is not a brashness in his own abilities. Rather, it was rooted 
in something that he knew about God. Moses was drawing on his 
own experiences with God. He knew well God’s loving-kindness and 
faithfulness.

Not only did Moses go to the Lord in boldness based on what he knew 
about God, but also what he knew about the people. He knew the grace 
of God, and he knew the sin which was committed. Thus, he got down 
to business in praying to God for the people. 

Points to ponder:

1. Before we will ever get serious about prayer and repenting, we must 
realize the seriousness of the sins that are being committed by us 
individually, and as a nation! 

2. Why do you think Moses is recounting the times of sin as a nation to 
the people?

3. Why do you think it took such a lengthy prayer?

I



PRAYER 
AFTER 
DEFEAT
KEY PASSAGE: JOSHUA 7:2-15 

Joshua and the Israelites had just experienced one of the greatest 
military victories in history at Jericho. God had brought about a 
great victory for them. Through their obedience to His word, and 

the power of God working for them, the walls of Jericho were brought 
down. There has never been another victory quite like that!

Soon they head to the very next battle, full of confidence. They knew 
that if God gave them Jericho, then Ai was not an issue at all. Yet, it 
didn’t happen that way. With that kind of confidence, the defeat they 
suffered at Ai was all the more crushing to their spirits. That crushing 
defeat was brought about by Achan’s disobedience. Through his 
disobedience, he grieved the Spirit of God. However, that wasn’t the 
only mistake which happened before the battle at Ai. 

It is unclear whether it was the confidence brought about by the 
amazing victory at Jericho, or merely a simple oversight. Whatever 
it was, Joshua didn’t go to the Lord in prayer prior to the battle. You 
could say it like this: Achan grieved the Spirit and Joshua quenched the 
Spirit of God. Both were devasting to the nation of Israel! 

Joshua didn’t pray before the battle. Now, he must pray after the defeat 
of the battle. We should take note that prayer before the battle, and 
receiving direction before the battle, allows for praise to be offered 
after the battle. A failure to pray before will cause you to have to pray 
afterwards. I’d much rather walk out of the battle praising God for the 
victory instead of asking God how we missed the victory! 

Pray, then go! 

Points to ponder:

1. Have you ever allowed over-confidence to come into your life? 

2. Have you ever had an event where you failed to ask God for His 
direction prior to it? How did that turn out for you? 

3. Why do you think Israel became so distant from God so quickly?
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A PRAYER 
FOR A CHILD
KEY PASSAGE: 1 SAMUEL 1:1-20 

For nearly six years, Melissa and I struggled to get pregnant with 
our youngest daughter. It was such a different season for us. We 
struggled emotionally and began to doubt things about ourselves 

physically, spiritually, and mentally. The battle we faced during that 
season was so different. The main reason was that our first daughter 
came about with such ease; Melissa was on birth control and conceived! 

Then, the ensuing struggle to conceive another child was constantly 
compared to the ease in which we had in having the first child. That 
thought process was weaponized by the enemy of our soul. We must 
be in sin. There must be something wrong. Those are the types of 
thoughts that would wage war in our minds. 

Even after we were able to conceive, there were times in which the 
pregnancy was endangered. We spent nine months on the proverbial 
edge of our seat. Once she was born, the enemy attacked the health 
of our youngest daughter. We spent Christmas Eve night in the 
Emergency room, battling for her health. The first few years was a 
constant battle, and although we had prayed for our daughter, we 
couldn’t stop praying for her. 

In the Bible, Hannah gives us an example of how we should pray for 
our child, then keep our word to God with that child. May the prayer of 
Hannah be prayed by you and may it be answered for you. Never stop 
praying for your child! 

Points to ponder:

1. Hannah’s discomfort and dissatisfaction with her life moved her to 
finally get serious with God. 

2. Her prayer was so moving, so emotional, so heartfelt that Eli felt she 
was drunk! Have you ever prayed over anything so deep as that? 

3. How difficult do you think it was for Hannah to give up Samuel in 
fulfillment of her vow to God? 

F



A PRAYER 
OF PRAISE
KEY PASSAGE: 1 SAMUEL 2:1-10 

Hannah received the blessing of the Lord in giving birth to her 
son, Samuel. Samuel literally means answered prayer.  In this 
passage, the answered prayer (Samuel) is now two to three years 

old. Hannah takes Samuel back to the place where she prayed for him, 
Shiloh. She’s heading there to worship with her family and to give an 
offering of thanksgiving. 

The first time she prayed in Shiloh, the prophet Eli thought she 
was drunk because of the heart-wrenching prayer she was praying. 
However, this time it was different. Her heart isn’t broken. Instead, it is 
overflowing with joy and thanksgiving to God. 

Hannah is there to keep her vow to God. She’s there to dedicate and 
consecrate her son Samuel to the Lord. Her answered prayer is turned 
into praise to the One who answered. As she pours out her heart again 
to God, it’s a pure praise unto Him. Hannah touches on the attributes of 
the God who answers. 

It’s been pointed out that Hannah’s prayer is similar to Mary’s prayer 
in Luke 1:46. They are giving praise to the God who answers. May your 
heart also be a heart of praise to the God who answers. 

Points to ponder:

1. Notice that Hannah’s focus in her prayer is on God, and not Samuel. 

2. Hannah now has connection to those who are in need, but also 
connected to those who have had their needs met. To whom do you 
connect with better? 

3. Some suggest that Hannah’s prayer becomes prophetic at the 
end when she speaks of giving strength to his king and exalting his 
anointed. If so, how did God use this woman to proclaim His word? 
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A PRAYER 
FOR THE 
KINGDOM 
OF GOD
KEY PASSAGE: 2 SAMUEL 7:18-29 

The chapter in which we find this prayer, I have often used as a 
teaching point on integrity. The conversations between Nathan 
and David teach us quite a bit about integrity with God. David 

was going to build a house for the Ark of the Covenant. At first, Nathan 
encouraged it, but then the LORD spoke to Nathan. God revealed to 
Nathan that He did not want David to build such a house. Instead, God 
was going to build David a house which would exceed anything he 
could ever imagine, and that permanent blessings would come to his, 
David’s, descendants. 

David’s reaction to the Word of the LORD is a lesson to be learned. 
Somehow, David understood the magnitude of the Word of the LORD. 
David went in and sat before the LORD. David asks the LORD, Who am 
I that you would allow me to be a part of this magnificent plan? He is 
sitting in the presence of the LORD and the normally poetic David is 
nearly rendered speechless by the blessings of the LORD over his life. 

After a season of just sitting in the presence of the LORD, praise begins 
to erupt from the heart of David. He begins to exalt God, praise God, 
and to thank God. David’s prayer of praise not only glorifies God, but 
expresses stunning awe at what God was planning to do. 

David graciously receives the promised blessing, then he prays in that 
promised blessing. He thanks God for it, then prays for it to be brought 
about in his life. When you read the Scriptures, give praise for what 
you’re reading, then pray it in.

Points to ponder:

1. David’s prayer shows that he was stunned that God would make such 
a promise to him. Are you in awe of what God has promised you in your 
life? Or are you in awe of the provision that God has provided? 

2. Despite being amazed at God’s promise, David also accepts the 
promise, rather than refuse it. Are you good at receiving God’s 
blessings? 

3. How does Acts 2:29-30 relate to both God’s promise and David’s 
prayer? 
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PRAISE FOR 
DELIVERANCE 
KEY PASSAGE: 2 SAMUEL 22:1-51

The words of this prayer, which turn into praise, are some of the last 
words of David. David was looking back over his life and was seeing all 
the times that God had been good to him. Look at those words that 

were used by David. As he is reflecting, he’s reminded that God has been a 
rock, deliverer, shield, a refuge and a lamp. 

This prayer of praise wasn’t just over one event, but it’s praise for the entire 
collection of God’s provision and protection. This Psalm is also recorded in 
Psalm 18 and even the Apostle Paul reaches back and refers to this Psalm in 
relationship to Jesus. How powerful can our praise be over the great things 
God has done in our lives? We must never forget to praise God for the many 
things He has done. 

David is providing a tremendous example of what and how we should be in 
our lives. His last words glorified God and edified people. May our words do 
the same.

Points to ponder:

1. Why do you think this Psalm of Praise is written out twice (Psalm 18 and 2 
Samuel 22)?

2. David used some amazing words to describe what God had been to him. 
What words would you use?

3. Do your words glorify God and lift others?  
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PRAYING 
FOR WISDOM
KEY PASSAGE: 1 KINGS 3:4-15

In one of the first acts as King, Solomon turns to God. Solomon headed 
to Gibeon to sacrifice unto the Lord. There, God asks Solomon a 
question: “Ask! What shall I give you?” Can you imagine the Lord 

saying this to you? What shall I give to you? What would your response 
be? What would you ask God for? 

Solomon asked God for a heart of understanding. He asked for the 
ability to discern between good and evil. This pleased the Lord! The 
Lord said because you have asked for this and not for riches, nor for 
the judgment of your enemies, nor for a long life for yourself; because 
you haven’t asked for self-centered requests, I will honor your request 
and then I will give you the things that you haven’t asked for! 

There are three things we should take notice of here in this prayer. 

Why did God meet Solomon in Gibeon? The people were sacrificing in 
the high places, but Solomon went to Gibeon where there was a temple 
to God. The high places were built for worship unto false gods! God 
wants to meet you in the places that are consecrated to Him. 

When did God meet Solomon? God met Solomon after he had been 
busy working for the Lord.  Then he was blessed to hear from the Lord 
at night. When we offer the sacrifice of praise or the sacrifice of service, 
whenever we find ourselves in the place of giving/serving to the Lord, 
we are positioned to hear from Him.

How did God speak to Solomon? God spoke to Solomon in a dream. 
Throughout both the Old and New Testaments, the Lord speaks 
through dreams. This doesn’t mean every dream you have is significant. 
However, we should pray: “Lord, if You want to minister to me or give 
understanding to me tonight, I would love that.” God doesn’t just tuck 
you in and tune you out.

Points to ponder:

1. Why do you think Solomon asked for understanding?

2. Does this correlate to Ecclesiastes 1:12-18? 

3. If God was willing to give you anything, what would you ask for? 

I



A PRAYER OF 
DEDICATION
KEY PASSAGE: 1 KINGS 8:22-61 

One of the major accomplishments of King Solomon was the 
construction and completion of the temple. The temple was built 
in Jerusalem as a place that would be consecrated to worship 

God. The task of building the temple was enormous and costly. Its 
construction involved a tremendous amount of planning, and a massive 
amount of work and laborers. 

In reading 1 Kings 6 and 7 you will find that it took thirty thousand 
men cutting timbers, eighty thousand cutters of stone, and seventy 
thousand ordinary workers all working on the completion of the temple. 
It took seven years for the temple to be built at modern day cost that 
exceeds thirty-million dollars. No wonder, at the end of the construction 
and at the opening of it, Solomon prayed and dedicated it to God!

In 1 Corinthians 3:16 (KJV), the Bible says, “Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”  Do 
you understand the cost of the temple that you are? It is John 3:16 that 
brings about 1 Corinthians 3:16. That was the plan and the cost of your 
temple. Therefore, your temple should be a place that is set apart for 
worship! We must rededicate our lives to God. 

Solomon’s temple was famous, not for its size, but for its elaborate 
workmanship. It took hundreds of thousands of workers to make 
that temple into a masterpiece. For us, Ephesians 2:10 tells us that 
we are His workmanship. We aren’t celebrated for our size, wealth, or 
knowledge. We are celebrated because we are His workmanship. We 
should all pray that we take what He has provided for us, and in us, and 
dedicate it to the Lord! 

Points to Ponder:

1. Solomon requested that God’s name would dwell in the temple and 
that God would hear the prayers of the people. 

2. Solomon asked that God hear and respond. What are some prayers 
that you desire for God to hear and respond to? 

3. God heard Solomon’s prayer but also gave instructions about how to 
maintain all that the temple stood for. What instructions has God given 
to you concerning your temple? 

O



ELIJAH’S 
PRAYER OF 
DEJECTION 
KEY PASSAGE: I  KINGS 19:9-18

Elijah had just accomplished one of the most courageous 
events in the history of the Bible. He took on an entire 
nation, false religion, and the powerful leaders Ahab and 

Jezebel. There on the top of Mt. Carmel, a great and mighty 
victory was won by the Lord, through Elijah. Now, the man who 
had just mustered the courage to confront and call for fire, is in a 
depressed and defeated state of mind. 

This often happens to us as well. This story should tell us that 
we are not alone in the mountain-top experiences, or the valleys 
that often follow. As with any biblical story, they are there for 
our benefit. They’re there to teach us to trust God and to either 
follow the example of or learn from the lesson. 

The prayer Elijah prayed is a prayer of self-pity. How often 
do we do that? We just had a glorious victory, and great and 
mighty things were happening. Then a threat comes, and we 
immediately go into self-pity. 

Elijah retreated to a cave. This shows that he was lacking 
confidence in God even though he had just demonstrated 
the power of God. In other words, the power of God was 
demonstrated but already forgotten. The threat superseded all 
previous actions of God. This created the retreat to loneliness 
and despair. We often get alone at the worst times. 

The Bible clearly speaks to us that two are better than one. 
Someone else could have said to Elijah, have you forgotten what 
just happened on the Mountain? May I also remind you, Elijah, 
you are the one who came to the cave. As a matter of fact, God 
asked Elijah what he was doing in the cave. If God had sent him 
there, or wanted Elijah there, would He have asked the question 
and brought him out of the cave?  

Elijah did what so many of us do. He used the behavior of others 

E
as justification of his own actions. 
Likewise, we must be careful that 
we too, aren’t justifying ourselves 
utilizing other people’s action or 
inaction. 

God responds to Elijah by 
bringing the wind, earthquake, 
and fire. What a great show of 
power and might. I believe God 
was showing Elijah a lesson for all 
of us. We depend far too much 
on the outward and the powerful 
to find God. In all that display of 
fire, wind, and earthquakes, God 
was not in any of them. Instead, 
the power of pressing on in life is 
to focus on the still, small voice of 
God. 

Points to ponder:

1. Are you looking for the extreme 
and the flash in order to know that 
God is in it?

2. What circumstances happen to 
bring the negative feelings into 
your life?

3. Have you trained yourself to 
hear the voice of the Lord over 
the distractions that come?



HEZEKIAH’S 
CARE 
TURNED 
INTO A 
PRAYER
KEY PASSAGE: 2 KINGS 19:14-19 

Have you ever received distressing news? Maybe it came 
through a letter, email, social media message, or through 
an individual. However it came, the message which was 

delivered, brought with it distress. 

Distress means to have severe anxiety, sorrow, or pain. The news 
that you heard caused your heart to be troubled, your mind to 
begin to run, and suddenly turned your life upside down. That’s 
what is called distressing news. 

That is the kind of news which came to Hezekiah. It was a 
threatening letter. The letter came from Sennacherib, king of 
Assyria, commander-in-chief of the most advanced army in the 
world at that time – a fighting force that had not lost a battle 
for one hundred and fifty years. Not only were the Assyrians 
unbeatable in battle, but they were also unbelievable in brutality. 
Hooks were placed in the noses of their captives through which 
ropes were passed, thus joining them together in a forced death-
march to Assyria. That’s who wrote the letter. Can you imagine 
the feelings that arose in Hezekiah’s life after reading that letter? 

What did Hezekiah do? He took the distressing news and laid it 
before the Lord! Then Hezekiah prayed; he took the distressing 
news and turned that care into a prayer. That’s exactly what we 
must do when we receive news that causes us to be distressed! 

When Hezekiah prayed, he emphasized the same thing in 
different ways. He speaks to God and emphasizes that God is the 
only God! This is in direct contrast to how the Assyrians believed. 
They believed in many, but Hezekiah knew, as should you, there is 
but one God! 

Hezekiah’s prayer was specific, and his request was that God 

would deliver them from 
the threat of the Assyrians. 
Hezekiah is specific in asking for 
deliverance that all the kingdoms 
of the world would know that 
God alone is God! 

This prayer, as ours should be, is 
more God-focused than focused 
on the letter. You will get more 
peace and joy by focusing 
on God than you ever will by 
focusing on the news. 

May you take your cares and 
turn them into prayers. 

Points to ponder…

1. Do you find it helpful to spread 
out your problems before the 
Lord? 

2. Why is it important to be 
specific in the prayers that we 
pray? 

3. Though it is not necessary 
to be at the church to pray, do 
you ever think about a place of 
prayer in your own life? 
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PRAYER 
FOR 
HEALING 
KEY PASSAGE: 2 KINGS 2:1-11

Many times, after a season or a moment of great victory, there is 
another battle to be fought. Often, the immediacy of the next 
battle sours the taste of victory that we just experienced. We 

must be careful that the relentless onslaught doesn’t cause us to lose 
hope, nor should it distract us of the victory which is assured to us. 
That is exactly the reason for the battle; to destroy your hope and any 
momentum you might receive through your victory. 

Hezekiah had just been the recipient of a great victory. God had 
answered prayer and rescued Hezekiah and the people of Judah. God 
had come through and turned back the mighty army of Assyria and 
their plans of destruction. It was a great victory for the people of Judah 
and Hezekiah personally. 

Roughly, in the same time period of this victory over the Assyrians, 
Hezekiah became quite sick. The Bible tells us that it was a sickness 
unto death. Right in the middle of victory, the battle is ignited for his 
health. Maybe that is you right now! Right in the season of victory, 
the enemy is launching an all-out attack against you. Hezekiah, upon 
hearing the confirmation of this, did what I would do. He cried! He 
didn’t want to die, therefore he cried. However, he cried to the right 
person - God! God heard that prayer and added fifteen years to 
Hezekiah’s life.

Although, after the prayer of healing, something interesting happened. 
Isaiah asked for a lump of figs to be placed upon the boil that was on 
Hezekiah. After that, Hezekiah recovered. The compound of crushed 
figs was a common medicine in that day. This tells me that God’s 
healing comes through prayer, medicine, and natural healing process. 
In all of that, we can still say that it is the Lord who heals. If you are in 
need of healing, cry out to God. He hears and He answers. 

Points to Ponder:

1. Is it right to ask God to change His mind? 

2. Compare your response to Hezekiah’s response in hearing or receiving 
bad news. How do you respond to negativity or negative news? 

3. How do you respond when others receive news that can be 
devasting? Is it effective?  

M



PRAYER OF 
PRAISE OVER 
EVERYTHING
KEY PASSAGE: 1 CHRONICLES 17:16-27

As parents we try to do everything we can to afford our children 
all that we can. When we give of ourselves and then all we have 
done is met with less than an appreciative heart, it takes a toll on 

us as a parent. The incessant need of desiring more can be wearisome. 

In the story you just read, David could have been that child who is 
throwing a fit about not getting all that he desired. Yet, instead of that 
behavior, David turns and sees the beautiful life and all that God has 
provided. When David looked back over his life and began to take 
account of all God had done for him, it rendered David speechless! 

May you take this challenge: Instead of looking at all the things in 
life in which you feel let down by, you feel wasn’t enough, or feel you 
have missed out on - look again. In that second look, see all that God 
has provided, has brought you through, and all that He has kept you 
from! Flip the script from groaning and complaining to praise and 
thankfulness! 

I believe there is a reason that this story is mentioned twice (2 Samuel 
18:7). It was worth a second look. Often, the second look reminds us 
that God has been really good to us and for us. 

A second look at or lives should result in a great praise to God for the 
life He has given to us. 

Points to ponder:

1. Praise comes from us being thankful for all that God has done. What 
has He done for you? 

2. As you read the passage can you find the various ways that David 
expressed praise to God? 

3. Praise often takes the blessings of the past, connects it to the 
present promises, and then extends that out to hope for the future. Can 
you see what God has done to get you to where you are, and taking 
you to where He promised you to be? 

A



THE PRAYER 
FOR CHEERFUL 
GIVING
KEY PASSAGE: 1 CHRONICLES 29:10-20 

Have you ever heard the statement “God loves a cheerful 
giver?” It is a quote from 2 Corinthians 9:7. This is what 
it states: “Each one must give as he has decided in his 

heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” 

One of the most outstanding examples of this is near the end 
of King David’s life. David is gathering the necessary materials 
and resources for the temple to be built. He begins by giving a 
speech about all that he has provided to ensure the building of 
the temple. David not only gave what he had amassed through 
his military victories, but also of his own personal treasury. Then, 
from the leaders of Israel to the man on Main Street, they gave of 
themselves to build the temple. 

The people brought their substance willingly and cheerfully. With 
all of cheerful giving happening, David moves from his speech to 
the people, to a prayer to God. Here is an excerpt of the prayer 
which David prayed that day, from 1 Chronicles 29:10-14 (NKJV):

“Therefore, David blessed the Lord before all the assembly; 
and David said:

“Blessed are You, Lord God of Israel, our Father, forever and 
ever. Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory, 
the victory and the majesty; For all that is in Heaven and in 
earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, And You are 
exalted as head over all. Both riches and honor come from You, 
And You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; and 
it is in Your hands to make great and to give strength to all. 
Now therefore, our God, we thank You and praise Your glorious 
name. But who am I, and who are my people, that we should 
be able to offer so willingly as this? For all things come from 
You, and from Your own hand we have given to You.”

David was saying we have been 
so blessed by you God, we 
are thankful, we willingly and 
cheerfully give this to God, for 
all that we are giving came from 
You anyway. Keep that in mind 
for yourself in giving; all that you 
are giving is from God in the first 
place. 

Jim Elliot, a missionary to the 
Auca Indians said, “He is no 
fool who gives what he cannot 
keep, to gain what he cannot 
lose.” May we all cheerfully and 
willfully give what we cannot 
keep so that we may gain what 
we cannot lose. 

Points to Ponder:

1. Do you give willfully and 
cheerfully, or grudgingly?
 
2. How can you develop a 
cheerful heart in giving to God? 

3. Read 1 Chronicles 29:5. Are 
you ready? 
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FEAR 
MOTIVATED 
PRAYER 
KEY PASSAGE: 2 CHRONICLES 20:1-23

Fear is a motivator. However, fear is often a terrible motivator which, 
once induced, is difficult to maintain. Fear is an emotion that 
frequently leaves after a period of time. In Scripture reference, the 

prayer is motivated by fear of being overrun and conquered. 

In our passage today, there were three armies headed for the people 
which Jehoshaphat ruled. Seeing the armies amassing, fear began to 
develop. Jehoshaphat did exactly what we are supposed to do when 
fear is beginning to come into our lives: he turned to the Lord. It states 
that he began to look towards the Lord. Notice that he didn’t set his 
attention in the direction of the fear, but rather set his attention on the 
One who could help him conquer the fear. 

Further, it states that he called a fast. Fasting is simply letting go of the 
physical and focusing on the spiritual. In nearly every circumstance you 
face which inflicts fear, it is in the physical realm. Almost every time 
the answer will be brought to you through the Spiritual realm. In the 
situations that you face, the example of Jehoshaphat is one that you 
should learn and follow. When fear comes, pray, fast, and then get your 
eyes off the cause of the fear and keep your eyes on God! 

After they prayed, the Lord declared that the battle they were facing 
was not their battle; it was His. God told them to stand still, and He 
would fight for them. Often, we must resist the urge to fight battles 
which have come to us, yet they aren’t for us. 

Points to Ponder:

1. When you find fear coming into your life, what has been your 
solution? 

2. Notice that Jehoshaphat didn’t just pray by himself, he invited others. 
Do you have friends or family who will fast and pray with you? 

3. Read 2 Chronicles 20:9. Can you pray with that kind of steadfast 
faith?

4. Have you been running to fight when God said stand still?  

F



A PRAYER OF 
NATIONAL 
REPENTANCE
KEY PASSAGE: EZRA 9:1 – EZRA 10:3

IIn the middle of a great season of restoration and renewal of the 
people of Israel, there was report of a discovery of a sin which 

was being practiced among the people. The sin was pervasive 
and would be a major stumbling block for the continued renewal 
and restoration of the people of God. 

As with most sin, on its face it doesn’t seem like that big of a 
deal. No doubt the thoughts of their day are very similar to our 
day. When confronted with sin, the same reasoning is often used. 
You will hear, as Ezra probably heard when confronting someone 
about a sin; it’s not that big of a deal. Everyone is doing it or 
has done it. My case will be the one exception to the rule. I can 
handle it! I’m sure you either said, or heard, those very things. 
However, the result is predominately the exact same; they were 
not the exception to the rule. They couldn’t handle it. 

Why? Sin always results in destruction, defeat, death, and 
despair. Regardless of the sin, it will ultimately lead to a negative 
result. Therefore, we must do as Ezra did. Even though he hasn’t 
necessarily participated in the sin, he is suffering for it. The sins 
which were pervasive were affecting, and could affect, the life of all. 

In his prayer, Ezra took accountability for his entire nation. Notice 
he doesn’t say I am ashamed of them. On the contrary. He said 
I am ashamed of ourselves. Including himself in the equation 
is a powerful leadership principle. We won’t get very far being 
accusatory.

Ezra then prays an incredible prayer of repentance. It’s a 
powerful prayer offered by a brokenhearted priest. We see 
neither pride nor empty promises to do better. Instead, what 
we see is a thankful heart for the care that God has extended to 

them. Ezra is worshipful of the 
character of God which has been 
displayed to them as a nation 
and people. We see confession 
of sin and acknowledgement 
of undeserved mercy. Through 
it all, we see that Ezra displays 
great humility. No wonder it was 
a prayer recorded for eternity. 
It’s a pattern of life and style 
of prayer we would do well to 
rehearse. 

Points to ponder:

1. What was the pervasive 
problem that Ezra discovered?
 
2. Why was this such a big 
deal that God would place this 
demand on His People? (See 
Exodus 34:12-16; Deuteronomy 
7:3-5)

3. Is there an issue happening 
in our society now that is 
applicable to this story? 



BEGIN 
WITH 
PRAYER
KEY PASSAGES: NEHEMIAH 1:3-11 
& ROMANS 8:28

There are times in my life when I embarked on a project, decision, 
or journey, and after a bit of time realized that it wasn’t going the 
way I thought it would or should. I realized that I began the project 

or made the decision without first praying. I had started, then when I 
encountered trouble, I began to pray for the Lord to deliver me from 
the trouble. 

In the biblical account in Nehemiah, you will see that even though the 
decisions and project were certainly a worthy and no doubt, Godly 
cause, Nehemiah still began with prayer. Prayer was not the last resort 
for Nehemiah, it was the beginning. This example of prayer, regardless 
of the worthiness or Godliness of the decision or project, prayer should 
be our beginning! 

Over the years many have started out, then leaned on an old familiar 
passage of scripture as “bail-out” for a lack of prayer. They will quote 
Romans 8:28, with emphasis on “all things work together for the good,” 
implying that this verse is a futuristic prophecy of all things in our lives. 
Therefore, we then feel entitled to make whatever decision we desire 
and believe it will work out for the good. That leads so many down 
a path of destruction. As R.T. Kendall would say, “If you want to look 
foolish in life, make your decision, and then say, “well God said it will 
work together for my good.” 

However, the wise would begin with prayer and seek the Lord prior 
to making a decision. Philippians 4:6 (NKJV) tells us, “Be anxious 
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.”

Points to Ponder:

1. Have you ever started out, then realized that this wasn’t the best 
direction?

2. In the prayer of Nehemiah, notice how inclusive the prayer is.

3. Also take note that Nehemiah’s prayer wasn’t a short prayer and then 
off to his own will; instead, it lasted for days. Don’t stop praying until 
you get your answer! 

T



PRAYERS 
WHEN LIFE IS 
OVERWHELMING
KEY PASSAGE: PSALM 3:1-8 (NLT) 

One of my favorite Psalms is found in the third chapter. Maybe, like David, and like 
me, you’ve faced similar circumstances that are written in this Psalm. 

It’s written years after David had songs sung about him; years after the admiration and 
accolades of the crowds have passed. David’s mighty acts and war time heroics have 
been diminished by time. The hearts of the people are being swept away by a younger 
and better-looking version. It just so happened that the younger and better-looking 
version was none other than David’s own son! The play for the hearts of the people away 
from David wasn’t by mistake. Instead, it was a well thought-out plan of mutiny. 

According to the subtitle of the Psalm, David is now on the run. I’m not sure if that is 
really the sub-plot. I would say it’s the main plot. David is running from his life in order to 
try to save his life. Yet, all seems to be turning against him. The first line of the Psalm is 
“how they have increased!” When it was a small thing and just a few it was easy, but now 
it seems they have really increased. They say there is no help for me, not even with you, 
God. What a position to find yourself in. I know there have been times I have felt that 
way, even heard those lies from the enemy. Maybe you have, too. 

David’s solution was to run. Rather, he’s being chased out of town. When the going got 
tough and all seemed to be stacked against him, he ran. However, here’s where I think 
we can all relate to David on his way out of town and running for his life, he encounters 
Shimei. As he is running out of the city for his life, Shimei begins to throw dirt and insults 
at him. It wasn’t enough for David’s enemies to have him run for his life, they still wanted 
to throw dirt on him. Your enemy isn’t satisfied with you just giving up and running 
away. No, he wants total destruction. Consequently, there is no reason to run; you’ll 
never satisfy your enemy. Just stand there and the Lord will show up and defend you 
(Ephesians 6:13-14).

Remember this: David has had a Shimei, Job had his comforters, Able had his Cain, Elijah 
had his Jezebel, and Jesus had His Judas. We all have those who rise up against us, but 
the Lord is our shield, our glory and the lifter up of our head! 

Points to Ponder:

1. What is your emotional reaction when stress and pressure come? Are you fight, flight, 
or freeze? 

2. Do you, or have you, ever stopped in the middle of a stressful time and considered the 
source of the issue?
 
3. Selah is a musical notation that tells the musician to stop and rest. For us, it is a wise 
word to stop and think about what we’ve just read and experienced. 
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A PRAYER 
OF PRAISE
KEY PASSAGE: PSALM 8:1-9

More than likely, you’ve heard this adage: The devil is in 
the details. Yet, when you read the Scripture, especially 
through the details which God gives to Moses, a different 

thought should come to mind. God instructs Moses on how to 
build the tabernacle, including the directions and details, even 
into the vesture of the priest’s robes. This tells us one thing: the 
devil is not in the details, God is! There is so much knowledge in 
the details. 

Upon reading the eighth Psalm, we, more often than not, will leap 
right into O Lord, our Lord. That is verse one. However, there is 
information provided prior to that which is extremely meaningful. 
It gives to whom it was written, by whom, and what musical 
instrument was used. It states: 
To the chief musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David.

This Psalm of David, more than likely written while he was a 
shepherd, was written using an instrument that was brought 
out of the Philistine city of Gath: a gittith. The enemy’s tool is 
now being used to give God praise. This then, should make us 
understand and give us great excitement! We can sing this song 
and it again rings true. We were once the tool of the enemy, 
redeemed by Jesus, and now give praise to God! 

That’s why we can say:

“O Lord, our Lord,

How excellent is Your name in all the earth,

Who have set Your glory above the heavens!

When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,

The moon and the stars, which You have ordained,

What is man that You are mindful of him,

And the son of man that You visit him?

O Lord, our Lord,

How excellent is Your name in all the earth!” 

Psalm 8:1, 4, 9 (NKJV)

When we pray, we are giving 
praise to the Great God of all 
the earth. Therefore, never stop 
praying! Your prayer is praise to 
God! 

Points to ponder…

1. Psalm 8:2 is quoted in Matthew 
21 by Jesus. Why? 

2. When you look up to the 
heavens, do you declare His 
glory?
 
3. This Psalm shows us that God 
gave us dignity, destiny, and 
dominion. We should live worthy 
of what was given to us. 
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PRAYER 
FOR A 
CLEAN 
HEART
KEY PASSAGE: PSALM 19:1-14 

In the nineteenth Psalm, the fourteen verses you will read are a 
declaration of the reality of God. More than likely, David penned this 
declaration of the reality of God as he sat under the very stars and 
skies that the Creator created! According to this Psalm, the reality of 
God is found in two ways: through His Commandments and through His 
Creation. 

David begins to declare that the heavens declare the glory of God. In 
other words, as David sat under the stars, he heard the stars’ sermon 
about the greatness and the glory of Almighty God! For six verses 
David testifies that the Creation declares and reveals the greatness and 
the majesty of the Creator. 

After speaking of all the glories that nature reveals, David shifts and 
moves to the revelation of God, not through nature, but through His 
Word. He states, in verse seven of Psalm nineteen, the Law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the soul.

The law is perfect, it lets us know that we are not. By reading God’s 
Word and seeing His glory revealed, whether by nature or by His Word, 
there is a realization that I need to be converted away from what I am. 

Look at the next three statements by David. In verse seven he states, 
The testimony of the Lord is sure. Meaning, God’s Word is never out of 
date or stagnant. There are no edits, changes, or addendums. 

In verse eight he states, The statutes of the Lord are right… enlightening 
the eyes. 

When we read the Word of the Lord, He clarifies and cleans us so that 
we can see clearly. If things are cloudy, murky, or shady then get into 
the Word! It will clean and clear things up for you. 

I



In verse nine, David writes; The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
forever.

One of the articles of furniture placed in the tabernacle was called 
the brass laver. The construction of the brass laver utilized the looking 
glasses which were brought out of Egypt by the women. When 
the priests would approach the laver, it revealed to them both its 
construction, and its spiritual implication of their need to be cleansed. 
As they looked in, they realized they needed to be cleansed. Then, in 
dipping their hands into the brass, they were cleansed. This is exactly 
what happens to us when we read God’s Word. It shows our need of 
being cleansed, then, diving in, we are cleansed by the washing of the 
water of the Word (Ephesians 5:26).

David ends this Psalm with a prayer. It’s a prayer we all need to pray, 
in realizing the Creator is real, full of might, majesty, and glory! It’s 
a prayer of the need for a clean heart before God. May this be your 
prayer today as well. 

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
pleasing to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer,” Psalm 19:14 (NLT).

Points to Ponder:

1. Have you overlooked the ability of Creation to declare the works of 
the Creator? How often have you taken for granted the surroundings 
you are in and see that God is really good at creating amazing things? 

2. Compare Psalm 119 with this Psalm regarding the Word (Law) of the 
Lord. 

3. How often have asked God to provide, protect, or to please your 
desire without being obedient to His Word? 



THE 23RD 
PSALM
KEY PASSAGE: PSALM 23:1-6 

NNo doubt you’ve either read or heard the twenty-third Psalm. 
This powerful, popular Psalm is read on many occasions. It 
is a Psalm of comfort and promise. Although it is used at 

funerals to memorialize, it is also a Psalm of Victory. 

There is much discussion as to when David wrote it. Some say, 
according to verse four, David wrote it in the later years of his 
life. Others read verse five and say it was written during the 
rebellion of his son, Absalom. Some say he wrote it when he was 
a young shepherd, watching, and tending to his father’s herds on 
the hills and wilderness of Israel. Regardless, the six verses speak 
to us, offering us hope and faith in every circumstance we may 
face. 

It could be that you will read it in the midst of trial, turmoil, 
and trouble. Or you could be reading it right after a great and 
spiritual victory which caused you to be misunderstood and 
therefore, created enemies you never had before. You could be 
reading it and find yourself in the middle of others trying to rob 
and steal what is rightfully yours. Nevertheless, the six verses you 
are reading will create hope in the middle of your despair. They 
will bring comfort as you traverse the lonely valleys of victory. 
They will stir faith in you when you see that you will overcome as 
David did. 

As you read the Psalm, you automatically see this is about a 
you and He relationship. When it comes down to it, no one else 
matters. It’s about you and your walk with the Lord. Victory 
belongs to God; and if you are with Him, you will have victory! 
The lonely path of the valley is ultimately the pathway to a great 
banquet served by the King of Kings. Don’t allow the threats of 
the valley to deter you from the mountain-top experiences! 

David learned many lessons in the wilderness, valleys, and 
shepherding which served him well as King. Likewise, there are 
many lessons that you will learn along the path to where your 
destiny lies. Those lessons will serve you well! 

David was taken from the 
wilderness to the Palace. From 
the folds of sheep to the presses 
of crowds. He was taken from 
lions and bears to giants on 
the battlefield. He went from 
shepherd to King, but the same 
lessons applied. In order to be 
successful and overcoming, 
whether it was a lion or Goliath, 
keeping sheep or governing the 
Kingdom, valleys or mountains 
- David needed the Lord. That 
lesson is one in which we would 
do well to learn and practice 
every day. 

Points to Ponder:

1. One of the boldest statements 
in the Psalm is, “I will fear no 
evil.” Can you say that? How can 
you come to a place in your walk 
with the Shepherd that you will 
not fear?

2. Look at how wonderfully 
the shepherd takes care of His 
sheep.

3. We all walk the valley 
described here. How can you 
walk it in faith? 



The same guy who wrote Psalm 139:23-24, where he asks 
in boldness that the Lord would search him, test him, and 
know his anxious thoughts, is asking God to point out 

anything that offends Him, a Psalm written in boldness and 
confidence in God; is the same guy who wrote Psalm 51. He 
wasn’t willing to bear his heart until he’d been confronted by the 
prophet Nathan.  The confrontation with Nathan was over the 
sin committed, in regards to a woman named Bathsheba. After a 
massive attempt to coverup the sin, God sends Nathan to bring 
David to a place of repentance. Psalm 51 is a response to that 
confrontation. 

This is the proper response to God: conviction, which is brought 
to us by any means. The response wasn’t offense, but rather, 

brokenness. 
David wrote Psalm 139 with boldness. He wrote psalm 51 with 
brokenness. He wrote Psalm 23 plucking the strings of his harp. 
He wrote psalm 51 plucking the strings of his heart. He doesn’t 
blame anyone for his sin. He makes no allusion to Bathsheba. 
Instead, David is painfully personal. He asks to be purified, to 
be made clean. He asks to be washed and made white as snow. 
There is a request for restoration and renewing of the right 
things. Seeing that should speak to us what sin does. Sin steals, 
kills, and destroys. However, grace and mercy are here to renew, 
restore, and revive! 

FORGIVENESS
KEY PASSAGES: PSALM 51:1-19 
& PSALM 139:23-24

“SEARCH ME, O GOD, AND KNOW 
MY HEART; TEST ME AND KNOW MY 
ANXIOUS THOUGHTS. POINT OUT 
ANYTHING IN ME THAT OFFENDS 
YOU AND LEAD ME ALONG THE 
PATH OF EVERLASTING LIFE.” 
~ PSALM 139:23-24

T
We get the restoration, renewal, 
and the reviving by turning 
to God in repentance. It is 
through repentance we go from 
brokenness to boldness. 

Points to Ponder:

1. David utilizes four different 
words for his violation of God’s 
will for his life: 
Transgressions – depicts a spirit 
of defiant disobedience against 
God.

Iniquity – represents a 
perversion, a distortion of that 
which is true or good versus that 
which is altogether wrong.

Sin – denotes a missing of the 
mark, a deficiency, with respect 
to intent or purpose.

Evil – that which is actually 
wrong.

2. The word created in Psalm 
51:10 is the same word in Genesis 
1:1. It is suggested that in both 
places God creates something 
out of nothing. In Psalm 51, what 
David is asking for is a new 
heart, not a renovated, rebuilt, 
old one.

3. Have you asked God to forgive 
you? Have you developed a 
broken and contrite heart with 
God so that you can move from 
brokenness to boldness? 



A PRAYER OF 
UNDERSTANDING 
AND GUIDANCE
KEY PASSAGE: PSALM 139:1-24

AAs David writes this powerful Psalm, he opens by saying, 
Lord you know me! You know when I am having a good 
day and when I am having a bad day. May the Lord know 

you that well too! 

David goes on to say, You know every word that is on my tongue. 
Every word that You speak is heard in Heaven. Jesus said, in 
Matthew 12:37, “For by your words you will be justified, and by 
your words you will be condemned.” That should change the 
way you speak about others and about yourself. Every word is 
broadcast into the heavens! 

The power of your words is an important lesson to learn. Many 
speak awful about themselves, degrading and deprecating the 
handiwork of God. You say, ‘I’m talking about myself, it surely 
doesn’t matter?’ It does! 

Read what David wrote in Psalm 139:13-16 (NKJV):

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my 
mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, and that my soul 
knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was 
made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the 
earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And 
in Your book, they all were written, The days fashioned for me, 
When as yet there were none of them.”

In other words, God put us together exactly the way He desired 
us to be. Therefore, when we criticize and degrade ourselves, we 
are actually degrading the work of God and then, God Himself! 
We begin to question God. Why, did you make me this way? Why 
don’t I have this talent or this ability? Why was I born with this 
uniqueness? 

Could it be that, through the 
talents and abilities in which you 
have, God gave you a purpose? 
God certainly has a purpose for 
you. We, therefore, must begin 
to ask God for guidance and 
understanding in who we are, 
what we were purposed for, and 
then walk that purpose out! 

This reminds me of a man in 
the Bible named Ehud. Never 
heard of him? He was born into 
the tribe of Benjamin. Benjamin 
means, “the son of my right 
hand”. However, Ehud was 
born left-handed. Clearly, Ehud 
may have thought, God has 
made a mistake in making and 
forming me. I am supposed to 
be right-handed and here I am 
left-handed. I know for myself, 
growing up left-handed offered 
some unique challenges: in 
playing sports, teasing of how 
I was ‘backwards’, along with 
other teasing. Here, Ehud is in 
a tribe called the right handers, 
yet he’s left-handed. 

There may have been some who 
questioned his worth, abilities, 
and his lack of confidence. Until 
one day when he was asked 
to carry out an assignment: 



assassinate Eglon, the wicked King of Moab. Ehud hid a two-
edged dagger underneath his cloak and strapped it to his right 
side so that he could draw it across his body with his left hand. 
When he went into the presence of Eglon, the King’s bodyguards 
assumed that he, a Benjamite, was right-handed and only 
frisked his left side. Maybe it was at that moment in which Ehud 
understood why he was left-handed! 

Ehud completed his mission and Israel was free of Eglon’s 
wicked rule because the Lord knew what He was doing all along 
(Judges 3).

As He did for Ehud, the Lord has designed you for a specific 
purpose. You might not know for years what it is, but at a certain 
point, if you’re observant, you’ll begin to see why you are the way 
you are. Your duty is to ask God for understanding and guidance 
along the way and be ready for your Ehud moment! 

Points to Ponder:

1. How does the revelation of God knowing you so well impact 
the decisions that you make? 

2. Do you ever feel the sense of purpose and destiny that, I was 
born for this moment? 

3. Are you prepared for the Ehud assignment in your life? 



A PRAYER 
FOR HIS 
PRESENCE
KEY PASSAGE: ISAIAH 64:1-9 

IIn 1 Corinthians 2:9 (NLT), Paul states, “No eye has seen, no ear 
has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared 
for those who love him.”

 
In all that we have witnessed, seen, heard, felt, touched, and 
experienced - none of that compares to what God can do, will 
do, and desires to do! That is pretty incredible to think about. If 
you take everything you have experienced and lay it next to what 
God can do, it’s not even close!

The prophet Isaiah stated, “Oh, that You would burst from the 
heavens and come down! How the mountains would quake 
in Your presence! As fire causes wood to burn and water to 
boil, Your coming would make the nations tremble. Then Your 
enemies would learn the reason for Your fame! When You came 
down long ago, You did awesome deeds beyond our highest 
expectations. And oh, how the mountains quaked! For since the 
world began, no ear has heard and no eye has seen a God like 
You, who works for those who wait for Him!” (Isaiah 64:1-4 NLT)

May our prayer be that God would burst from the heavens and 
come down. People of the world would then know why this 
God of ours has the fame in which He has. He will do works and 
wonders that are beyond our highest expectations! 

What are your highest expectations? Do you realize that 
expectancy is the birthplace of the miraculous? James said, you 
don’t have because you don’t ask (James 4:2). You will never ask 
if you don’t have the expectation that it is possible to receive 
what you are asking for. Jesus said, “Ask and it will be given…”. 
David said in Psalm 37:4, “Take delight in the Lord, and He will 
give you your heart’s desires”.

What is the desire of your heart? True and right desires come 
from delighting in the presence of the Lord. When God bursts 
forth and comes down, you will delight in His presence. Your 
heart will have a desire, then out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth will speak, or shall I say: ask, and it will be given!

Our prayer should then be, may 
Your presence fill this place. 
Isaiah, the psalmist David, and 
the Apostle Paul state much of 
what my heart desires and what I 
pray for. May it be your desire as 
well. May we have His presence, 
and then in His presence there 
are presents.  

Points to Ponder:

1. Have you ever thought about 
what it would be like to walk 
with Jesus after witnessing 
one of the miracles?  

2. If you were hungry and had 
witnessed or heard about the 
feeding of the five thousand, 
what would you ask Jesus 
for?  

3. Do you know how to delight 
in the presence of the Lord? 

Further Study:  Ephesians 3:20;   
Psalm 16:11; James 4:2;  
Matthew 7:7



A PRAYER FOR 
CLARIFICATION
KEY PASSAGE: JEREMIAH 32:16-27

In this passage, Jeremiah is praying a prayer to God after much 
confusion and then confirmation of the Word of the Lord. 
Jeremiah still needs confirmation from God. A better way to say 

it is, Jeremiah is need of divine direction. Everything around him 
is saying one thing yet, he hears God saying something that goes 
against what he is seeing. 

Certainly, our day is a day of confusion. Everything that we hear, 
see, and experience testifies to confusion. We, like Jeremiah, 
need to hear straight from God for our direction. Even then, 
quite often the word we receive from God can confuse, because 
it generally runs contrary to everything that is going on around 
us. This is why prayer is important. The only way to have clear 
direction is to pray and listen to the voice of God. 

We should take heart, even Jeremiah needed clarification and 
confirmation, what did he do? He prayed! 

He prayed unto the Lord and stated exactly what he knew about 
God and how God had acted and performed in the past. Believing 
that God would once again perform as He had previously. 

In verse 17 Jeremiah said, “There’s nothing too hard for You, 
Lord.” He’s saying that to calm his own anxiety about the 
situation. Furthermore, ten verses later, God responds by using 
the same words as Jeremiah: Is there anything too hard for Me? 

The Lord repeats back to Jeremiah the very prayer in which he 
prayed. I have found that is the beauty of prayer. We will often 
find ourselves declaring the very answer we need. Oftentimes, we 
get the solution to our situation simply in the prayer we prayed. 
We gain direction, clarification, and guidance through the very 
act of praying. Here, the Lord gave Jeremiah the answer to his 
prayer by repeating his own prayer back to him. Is anything too 
hard for the Lord? 

Here’s the answer! We get anxious, worried, stressed, confused, 
and depressed about the situations we are facing. Get down to 
praying and rehearsing what God has done and you will come 
out of your prayer time realizing that the God you serve can, 
and will, bring you through this as well. Confusion is cleared up 
when we get a better view of God. Clarification for your situation 
comes when you have a clear view of Whom you serve. You serve 
the Almighty God! Nothing is too hard for Him. With God all 
things are possible! 

Points to Ponder:

1. What do you know about 
God? 

2. Notice in the scriptures 
the places where 
Jeremiah is giving praise 
in his prayer?

3. If God has these 
attributes, then is 
anything too hard for 
Him? See list below:

Incomparable – 
2 Samuel 7:22
Invisible – 
Isaiah 40:28
Unchangeable – 
Numbers 23:19
Unequaled – 
Isaiah 40:13-25
Unsearchable – 
Romans 11:33, 34
Infinite – 
1 Kings 8:27
Eternal – 
Isaiah 57:15
Omnipotence – 
Jeremiah 32:17, 27
Omnipresence – 
Psalms 139:7-12
Omniscience – 
1 John 3:20
Foreknowledge – 
Isaiah 48:3, 5
Wise – 
Acts 15:18

I



A PRAYER OF 
LIBERATION
KEY PASSAGE: DANIEL 9:2-19

Have you ever read a portion of Scripture and it caused you 
to pray? In reading many passages of Scripture, which I’ve 
heard and read for so long, they were impactful then but 

even more so now! 

I see the world and the changes that have happened so rapidly. 
Then, I read God’s Word, even see the truth of the Word, and it 
stirs my heart more profoundly! Lord, we need you NOW! We 
have always needed You, but we now desperately need You! 

This is exactly what happened with Daniel. As he studied, 
through his reading he noticed the timing of his generation. 
Jeremiah had declared that for seventy years the Hebrews would 
be in captivity. Daniel did the math and recognized that his 
generation was on the precipice of liberation! 

Can you see the timing of our generation? Do you recognize this 
season we are in right now? We are on the precipice! We are 
literally living out the Bible! As you read and study, this ought to 
cause you, like Daniel, to pray! 

Daniel said, “I saw this and I turned to the Lord with prayer and 
fasting.” (vs. 3)

May we also turn to the Lord in prayer and fasting, and intercede 
for our nation, families, and friends! 

You are a chosen generation! You’ve been chosen to be a part of 
this time. Look around and see the timing of our generation and 
let’s be the Daniels of our day! Let us pray that this generation 
won’t miss their moment of liberation, and you won’t miss your 
moment of intercession either!

Points to Ponder:

1. Has there been a time where 
you felt that you missed 
your moment? If so, what 
guidelines have you put into 
your life to help you not miss 
these moments? 

2. As you read, study, and 
watch, are you seeing the 
timing of our generation? 

3. Have you ever been in 
intercessory prayer?  

For Further Study:

   Ephesians 6:18
   Philippians 1:19
   2 Corinthians 1:11
   1 Timothy 2:1

H



A PRAYER OF 
DESPERATION
KEY PASSAGE: HABAKKUK 1:2-4, 3:2

Oftentimes, through the extreme pressures that come upon us, we are 
driven to prayer. We are
driven to pray through circumstances that are beyond our control. 

These are usually times of serious emotional and mental pressure. We just 
begin to pray under pressure so that God will relieve the pressure! We pour 
our hearts and emotions out, without much care of what the world around 
us may think. 

These moments of prayer bring a refreshing to our soul and spirits. Even 
for just the time that we engaged in that prayer, we find relief from the 
pressure! 

Habakkuk was under severe pressure! When you read that first verse, the 
Hebrew gives or adds a word to let us know the style or environment that it 
was prayed in! 

It gives the Hebrew word Shigionoth. It’s a type of music with impassioned 
staccato and quick changes of rhythm and emotion (see Psalms 7: title, 
note). The root of Shigionoth, sagah (Heb.), depicts the movement of a 
drunken man and is used in this passage to recognize Habakkuk’s strong 
emotional pressure.

You can see then this prayer is one strong emotion! He’s praying like a 
drunk man. He’s desperate and needs the Lord to intervene in the situation. 
Maybe you’re there right now. You’ve experienced so much pressure and 
there’s nowhere else to turn. Turn towards God and let all that
emotion spring forth out of you! 

Look at how Habakkuk did it: “I have heard all about You, Lord. I am filled 
with awe by Your amazing works. In this time of our deep need, help us 
again as You did in years gone by. And in Your anger, remember Your 
mercy,” Habakkuk.

In our time of deep need, in this moment of extreme pressure, Lord, I surely 
need You now!

1. I pray with music that fits the mood of which I am going to the Lord 
in. Worshipful music for those times of deep conversation, and praise 
music for those times where I am exalting Him. Do you have music that 
sets your heart, mind and spirit for your prayer time?  

2. Habakkuk said, “I have heard all about You, Lord.” What have you heard 
about the Lord that stirs your faith?  

3. Pray until your soul and spirit are refreshed and rejuvenated. 

 

O



OUR 
PRAYER
KEY PASSAGE: MATTHEW 6:5-15

The Sermon on the Mount is a teaching discourse by Jesus. 
He taught so many profound, and yet simple, Godly 
principles in this sermon. He teaches the people, as well as 

us, the principle of prayer.  

Simply put, He says, here’s how you pray when you pray. 

1. Seek God not man! 
The Pharisees gathered three times a day to pray in the 
synagogue or the temple. Though they weren’t gathering to pray 
to seek the Lord, rather to be seen by man. On the way to these 
scheduled times of prayer, they would stop along the street and 
begin to pray loudly and overtly expressing themselves so that 
people would say, would you look at how spiritual they are! We 
see people subtly do this even now. They will post, “the Lord 
woke me up at three this morning,” and, “the Lord spoke to me.” 
We desire to let people know that we are spiritual. Jesus said, 
Don’t do that, that’s hypocrisy.

2. Simple prayers are effective prayers.
A short, concise prayer is as powerful as a long, drawn-out 
prayer. In Ecclesiastes 5, Solomon stated, “God is in heaven, 
and you are on earth. So let your words be few (vs. 2, NLT).” 
Oftentimes we believe the longer we pray the more God hears. 
Jesus said, “…they think that they will be heard for their many 
words (Mt. 6:7, NKJV).” Just simply connect with God and talk 
with Him in your own way. 

3. Set your mind on God! 
We can be guilty of going through the motions, singing the 
words, and even repeating the words of this prayer, without 
thinking about God. Jesus called that meaningless repetition. 
He didn’t say that repetition is wrong, meaningless repetition 
is wrong. Jesus himself repeated prayers. In Matthew 26, Jesus 
makes the same request three times. Engage your mind and pray 
with a sensitive heart to God. 

Even if you repeat the words of 
this sample prayer that Jesus 
gave to us, if you pray it with 
a mind set upon God, this is a 
powerful, potent, and perfect 
prayer. 

Points to Ponder

1. Start with Praise: 
Hallowed be Your name! 
Give honor and respect 
to Whom you are 
addressing in your prayer.  

2. Seek provision from 
God: Give us our daily 
bread. 

3. Safety and protection 
are afforded to you by 
God; Deliver us from evil. 
 
4. Sum it all up with 
praise: For Yours is the 
kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen! 

T



I PRAY 
FOR 
YOU
KEY PASSAGE: JOHN 17:1-26 

If you were to ask me about the Lord’s Prayer, I’d guide you to 
this prayer more than the model prayer that Jesus prayed in 
Matthew 6. In this passage, Jesus, instructing how to pray, He 

prays. Jesus prayed for his disciples! He prayed for those who 
were currently His disciples and then prayed for those that would 
become His disciples. 

Jesus had been speaking directly to those around Him, but now 
He is praying to the Heavenly Father. Jesus prays for unity and 
truth. We must be able to speak truth and still maintain unity. 
Today there’s much truth but it’s dividing. Truth will certainly at 
times cause division. However, when we speak truth, it should be 
done in love. Ephesians 4:15 gives that directive. We should speak 
truth in love. Remember that love without truth is hypocrisy, and 
truth without love is brutality. Unity is kept by telling or speaking 
truth in absolute love. While it may not be easy, it is absolutely 
necessary. 

Jesus then prays about the giving of the glory. Jesus said I have 
given them the glory, all of them received the glory! Yes, even the 
ones who would deny Him and the ones who would betray Him, 
they received as well. That glory also extends to you! Romans 
8:30 (NLT) states it like this: 

“And having chosen them, He called them to come to Him. And 
having called them, He gave them right standing with Himself. 
And having given them right standing, He gave them His glory.”

Think about that! The Lord looks at us, not in our state of denial, 
or in our state of betrayal, He sees us in the glorified states. You 
have been chosen, justified, and you are glorified. If we looked 
at each other the way God looks at us, we would be a unified 
people! Wouldn’t it be amazing if we saw the glory in each 
other? Think about the people who get on your nerves the most. 
Then think about how God views them. 

Someone once said, love is blind, 
marriage is an eye opener. The 
reality is that love isn’t blind, it 
just sees more, and because love 
sees more it is willing to see less. 
We should pray more and then 
we would see less. Praying for 
others creates a love for them 
and brings us into unity as the 
body. 

May we see each other and 
ourselves as God sees us! 

Points to Ponder:

1. Do you pray for others as 
Jesus prayed for them? Using 
the model here in John 17, 
begin praying for others as 
Jesus did!  

2. Have you ever witnessed 
disunity because of truth 
spoken without love? 

3. Have you prayed for those 
who annoy and bother you? 
Ask the Lord to show you 
how He views them. 

I



BOLD 
PRAYERS
KEY PASSAGE: ACTS 4:23-31

The setting of the prayer here actually begins in Acts 3 and verse 
1. Peter and John were on their way to the temple to pray. As 
they headed for prayer, they encountered a lame man laying 

by the gate. From the lame man’s perspective, I am sure that he was 
thankful that Peter and John were willing to stop and give him their 
attention. I’m sure that during the prayer service they would have, as I 
often do in my prayers, asked for God to send His power and perform 
great miracles. Yet, how often do we walk by the very opportunities 
for that exact prayer to be performed in our lives. More often than not, 
opportunity often looks and feels like distraction and derailment of, and 
from, our plans. 

What I find so interesting in that the scene of Acts 3 is what I would 
say is believers acting in boldness. A man asks for silver or gold and 
the disciples say, we don’t have silver and gold, but what we do have is 
what you really need anyway. Try that the next time you see someone 
laying or sitting along the sidewalk begging. I think you would cause 
more than a few minutes of pause! Why? Because it takes boldness 
to do what Peter and John did that day. Do you have that kind of 
boldness? After all this, the disciples prayed that they would be granted 
boldness to speak His word! 

As you read this story, it’s a harbinger of today! When they showed 
boldness there was intimidation, threat, imprisonment, and false 
charges. However, instead of backing down, they prayed for boldness! 
The more you are threatened, intimidated, falsely accused, or the 
enemy tries to silence you, the more boldness you will need. Peter and 
John were bold, then asked for more boldness. You must be bold to 
obey God and do the will of God for your life. Pray for boldness and 
then be as bold as lion! 

Points to Ponder:

1. Acts 25-27 are a fulfillment of the Messianic Prophecies in Psalm 2. 
Opposition to Jesus and the will of God was fulfilling a prophecy. 
Have you ever thought opposition was a sign you were on the right 
track? 

2. In asking for boldness, you are recognizing that if you will do your 
part, God will certainly do His part. In that, you are pleasing to God, 
for without faith it is impossible to please Him!  

3. Acts 4:31 says that there was a physical manifestation of the Power 
of God at the conclusion of the prayer service. Read Ephesians 5:18; 
Acts 2:4; 4:8; 4:31; 9:17; 13:9. Why is it so important to be filled with 
His Spirit? 
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A PRAYER 
FOR THOSE 
WHO ARE 
WELL
KEY PASSAGES: EPHESIANS 1:15-23 
& 3:14-21 

Paul opens the prayer for the church at Ephesus by taking a 
position of intensity. He says for this reason I bow my knee. 
Taking a knee was to take a position of intensity. Paul was in 

prison and in that place, he was going to pray intensely for those 
he cared about and cared for. 

He opened the entire letter to the people of the Ephesian church 
by declaring the magnificent plan that God had for them. He 
then talks to God about the people. He tells them about the Lord 
and then tells the Lord about them. Never cease to pray for those 
whom you have shared the gospel with. It’s one thing to tell them 
about Jesus; however, go to Jesus about them as well. Prayer 
makes a difference! 

Get into that position of intensity for those you care about, for 
those you love, and for those you have shared the message and 
hope of Jesus with. Pray for, declare God’s promises over and 
declare freedom and liberty over them. Ask God to give them 
favor with man and power with Him. Paul doesn’t just pray for 
those who were hurting and facing difficulties. Paul said, ‘when I 
heard how well you were doing I prayed for you’. 

We need to pray for those who are doing well. We need to 
wrestle against the powers, principalities, and rulers of darkness 
which are certainly planning an attack on those who are 
doing well. The enemy isn’t attacking those who have already 
succumbed; he is attacking those who have not yet surrendered. 
Pray, fight, and war for those who are fighting a good fight. 
Pray for the ones who didn’t turn in a prayer request. They need 
someone fighting for them, too! Let’s all fight a valiant fight of 
faith for each other. 

Points to Ponder:

1. Paul prayed that the eyes of their hearts would be open so 
they would see two things specifically (Ephesians 1:18): The 

hope of His calling and the 
riches of His glory of His 
inheritance in the saints! Are 
you focused on the hope and 
richness of God in your life?  

2. In Ephesians 3:17, the word 
translated dwell literally 
means, ‘settle down and be 
at home’. Is Christ at home in 
your own heart? My prayer 
is that Christ will be settled 
down and at home in your 
heart, therefore things will 
also be settled down for you, 
as well. 

3. In Ephesians 3:18, Paul asks 
that you know the love 
of Christ, which passes 
knowledge; that you be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 
How can you know something 
that passes knowledge? 
How can you be filled with 
fullness of God, yet the 
universe cannot contain Him? 
To know the height, depth, 
length, and width of the 
love of God - look no further 
than the Cross! To know the 
fullness of God, don’t forsake 
Communion with God or the 
Communion table. It is there 
in which you fully partake and 
understand the fullness of 
God’s love for you! 

P



A PRAYER 
TO BE SENT
KEY PASSAGE: ISAIAH 6:1-8 

The year was 739 BC, but considering the conditions, it could 
have been January of 2022. Isaiah was a young man who, 
considering the status of his nation, was restless. The last 

King who was good had just passed away. The Israelites are now 
hanging in the balance between prosperity and destruction. 

Isaiah is living a righteous life in the present circumstances. We, 
likewise, are told that we should live righteously and soberly in 
this present world (Titus 2:12). Isaiah was desperate for there to 
be a change. Upon seeing the condition of his nation, he felt a 
longing first to become closer to God, and he desired to be a 
solution in the healing and prosperity of his nation. God obliged 
the requests of Isaiah. 

First, Isaiah had a vision of God. He was able to see the throne 
room of God. Before we go win or change the world, we must 
have a vision from the Lord. Remember, the disciples were given 
the Great Commission, but then were told before you go, wait! 
They waited in Jerusalem until the Day of Pentecost. Once they 
were empowered and strengthened, then they went. We cannot 
go until we are prepared! 

God prepared Isaiah: he cleanses him, removes the 
condemnation, and then calls him. When Isaiah became clean, 
God asks: “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?” Isaiah never 
hesitated, “Lord, here I am, send me!”.

I deeply believe that the church is in a cleansing state. We see 
the trouble of our nation, and I believe the Lord is calling us to 
be a part of the solution. Will you pray, ‘Here I am, send me’? 
When the people of God stop relying on the world systems to 
change things and realize the only way to tip the scale away 

from destruction back towards 
prosperity is when we, the 
people of God, GO! 

My prayer is ‘Lord send us, and 
may we answer the call’! 

Points to Ponder: 

1. What are three things that 
Isaiah saw in his vision of the 
Lord?  

2. Do you see the despair of the 
people around you and living 
in this nation?  

3. Can you recognize the 
simultaneous paths of our 
nation: As we turned from 
being a nation that blessed 
God, God’s blessing began to 
be removed?  

4. What can you do, where 
can you go and make a 
difference in our land?  

5. Are you willing to pray, Lord, 
send me? 

T



PRAY 
WITHOUT 
CEASING
KEY PASSAGES: COLOSSIANS 4:2 & 1 
THESSALONIANS 5:17 

Paul exhorts us to devote ourselves personally to prayer. 
We are further instructed to be a people who pray without 
ceasing. Paul would say to the Church in Ephesus that he 

would not cease to give thanks for them. The Greek idea of 
‘cease not’ is the same as a tickle in the throat. In other words, 
Paul would be praying throughout the day as naturally and as 
spontaneously as if he were clearing a tickle in his throat! That’s 
how we must be with each other. All of us fight battles that no 
one even knows about. However, the Holy Spirit is well aware 
of the battle which we all fight. There may be times when you 
feel the urge to pray; please pray. You’ll never know what your 
obedience to that urge can do for the one who is urgently in 
need of prayer! 

Maybe you say, I don’t know what to pray. This is exactly why we 
must be filled with His Spirit. 

“Likewise, the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do 
not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the 
mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God,” Romans 8:26-27 (NJKV).

When we don’t know how, what, or even the direction our prayer 
should be aimed, the Spirit of God makes intercession for us. The 
Spirit knows the will of God and will give your prayer the perfect 
direction. 

We pray because God has chosen prayer as the vehicle by which 
He works in us, for us, and through us. James 4:2 lets us know 
that if we do not pray, then we can limit what God would and 
could do, all of which He desires to do, if we pray! 

Paul prayed a prayer of seven-fold blessing over the Church. I 
leave you with the same prayer over your life. May God bless you 
and keep you and may the Lord bless you. 

“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not 
cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 

that you may walk worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing Him, being 
fruitful in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge 
of God; strengthened with all 
might, according to His glorious 
power, for all patience and 
longsuffering with joy; giving 
thanks to the Father who has 
qualified us to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in 
the light. He has delivered us 
from the power of darkness and 
conveyed us into the Kingdom 
of the Son of His love, in whom 
we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins,” 
Colossians 1:9-14 (NKJV).

May God grant that to you as an 
answer to my prayer! 

1. May you be filled with 
knowledge of His will for 
your life. 

2. May you have all wisdom and 
spiritual knowledge. 

3. May you be strengthened in 
all your might. 

4. May you experience His 
glorious power. 

5. May you be patient and kind. 
6. May you have longsuffering 

with joy. 
7. May you fully realize that you 

are an inheritor as a saint of 
light, been delivered from the 
power of darkness, conveyed 
into the Kingdom and are 
redeemed by the Blood of 
Jesus! 

P




